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July 22, 2020 

Since the March outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic, we have all experienced a very 
challenging and unpredictable journey.  We hope and pray you and your families remained safe 
during this period and will continue to do so as we move into the new school year. 

As we prepare for the new school year, last week our Board made the difficult decision to 
reopen schools with a distance learning program. The Board made this decision after reviewing 
recent data from the Contra Costa County Health Services agency and the California State 
Department, in order to protect the health and safety of our students and staff and prevent the 
further spread of this terrible virus. Our school sites and offices remain safe for employees to 
come-in and work, and many have done so.   

This decision means that students will start the school year remotely and will not return to 
school-sites until certain health criteria are met.  We appreciate all of the amazing work our 
educators and staff did under the sudden, unplanned circumstances we all experienced. We 
heard feedback from our students, families, and staff and used it to inform our new distance 
learning program – that also meets the changes in new law including SB 98.  The fall distance 
learning education program has been under development since late May. Many of our PEA 
teachers, staff, CSEA members, and District administrators have worked long hours over the 
summer to develop alternative models to best support our students, particularly given the 
ongoing COVID-19 uncertainty, as we move into the fall.   

Under the fall distance learning program, teachers will have the option of coming into their 
school site to work and provide the online instruction from their classroom to students in their 
homes, or the teacher may elect to work from his or her home.  Teachers electing to work from 
home will ensure an optimal environment where privacy considerations and technology are in 
place to best support student learning, including the live daily interactions. 

We have also been working with the Pittsburg Education Association in developing an MOU that 
we anticipate will help support the seamless and effective delivery of the distance learning 
education program to students this fall.  The parties continue to meet to reach an agreement.  

To view an archive of Bargaining Updates on the District’s website, please go to: 
https://www.pittsburg.k12.ca.us/Page/5569. 
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